
VX

f

b

.,tc-

A.k

AM
lliiilillllllllii^



In This Issue . . .

On January 8 Dr. Albert B. Anderson was inaugurated as the eighth president of Lenoir-Rhyne College. It was a

significant weekend— a celebration of the institution and its mission in church-related higher education. This issue of

"Profile" is devoted almost exclusively to the inauguration, and the general news section in the center can be torn out.

Dr. Anderson is pictured on the front cover with a portrait of Capt. Walter Lenoir, the donor of the original land for

Lenoir College. We hope that you will cherish the book as a souvenir of college history.
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9:30 p.m.

Schedule of Inaugural Events,

January 7-8, 1977

Registration of Guests and Delegates

Voigt R. Cromer College Center

Pre-lnaugural Dinner

Cromer College Center

Pre-lnaugural Symposium: "The Christiar

Witness in a Pluralistic World"
St. Andrews Lutheran Church
Dr. Krister Stendahl, Dean of the

Divinity School, Harvard University

Pre-lnaugural Reception

Cromer College Center

1^ Friday, January 7

r 4:00-6:00 p.m.
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6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
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A
Saturday, January 8

8:00-10:00 a.m

10:30 a.m.

..* 12:30 p.m.

Registration of Guests and Delegates

Cromer College Center

Inaugural Ceremony
P. E. Monroe Auditorium

Speaker: Dr. Krister Stendahl

Inaugural Buffet Luncheon
Cromer College Center

Speaker: Dr. Lloyd Svendsbye, President

Luther-Northwestern Seminaries

Volume 28 Profile/Lenoir-Rhyne Magazine Number 1

Published five times a year (February, April, July, September,
November) by Lenoir-Rhyne College. Second class postage paid at

Hickory, N. C. 28601.
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Inaugural Summary

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS JOIN CELEBRATION

''Delegates from around the nation..."

Delegates from around the nation, some representing

institutions older than the U.S. itself, visited Lenoir-

Rhyne College in early January to participate in the inau-

guration of Dr. Albert B. Anderson as the college's eighth

president.

More than 75 official representatives of colleges, univer-

sities, the Lutheran church and various other organiza-

tions joined members of the campus community, college

board members and the general public in a weekend which
officials called "a celebration of Lenoir-Rhyne College and
its mission in church-related higher education."

Among the delegates were representatives from the Col-

lege of William and Mary, founded in 1693; Washington
and Lee College, founded in 1749; and Salem College,

founded in 1772.

Lutheran concerns included delegates from a number of

colleges and seminaries, as well as the Lutheran Church in

America and its North Carolina Synod.

Many From Minnesota

Representatives traveled to Lenoir-Rhyne from as far

away as North Dakota, and many delegates visited from
Minnesota, where Dr. Anderson was coordinating provost

of Tri-College University before coming to Lenoir-Rhyne
in September.

The special guests were treated to a full weekend of

inaugural events, climaxed by the inaugural ceremony at

10:30 a.m. Saturday in Lenoir-Rhyne's P. E. Monroe Au-
ditorium.

At that ceremony Dr. Anderson became the eighth pres-

ident in Lenoir-Rhyne's 85-year history. Rejoined a group

which includes Dr. Robert A. Yoder, 1891-1901; Dr. Robert

L. Fritz, 1901-1920; Dr. John C. Peery, 1920-1925; Dr. H.

Brent Schaeffer, 1926-1934; Dr. P. E. Monroe, 1934-1949;

Dr. Voigt R. Cromer, 1949-1967; and Dr. Raymond M.

Bost, 1968-1976.

The new president was presented for inauguration by

the Reverend Dr. Albert H. Keck Jr., secretary of

Lenoir-Rhyne's Board of Trustees. He was inducted by the

Reverend Dr. George R. Whittecar, president of the N.C.

Synod of the LCA.

Oath Reprinted

The oath taken by Dr. Anderson when he was inducted is

printed on the back cover of this magazine.

Dr. Anderson followed his induction with briefremarks,

challenging those present to "fashion a new and unprec-

edented spirit of Christian higher education".

"Let there be spirit here," the new chief executive said,

"passionate spirit, which clarifies, examines, creates,

humbles, inspires, renews, equips, judges, opens, excites,

consoles, disciplines, aspires, strengthens, guides, forgives

and unites us all."

Trustee chairman Dr. Wallace J. Jorgenson presented

Dr. Anderson the president's medallion, and the audience

joined in singing Lenoir-Rhyne's alma mater before the

benediction and recessional.
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The ceremony began with a full procession led by chief

inauguration marshal Dr. James M. Unglaube, dean ofthe

college. After several hymns, scripture and prayer, greet-

ings were offered by various officials.

Greeters

Greeters included Dr. Paul L. Dovre, president of Con-

cordia College in Moorhead, Minn.; Glenn C. Hilton '61,

mayor pro tem of Hickory; Dr. Cameron West, president of

the N.C. Association of Independent Colleges and Univer-

sities; Mrs. Lois-Anne D. Snyder '53, president of the

Aliimni Association.

Harley F. Shuford Sr., vice-chairman of the Develop-

ment Board; Miss Jo Anne Wray '77, president of the

Student Government Association; Dr. Robert L. Spuller,

vice-chairman of the Faculty Assembly; and Dr. Richard

W. Solberg, director of the Department for Higher Educa-

tion of the LCA.
Following the greetings, the Lenoir-Rhyne A Cappella

Choir and Brass Ensemble performed an anthem, and Dr.

Krister Stendahl, dean of the Divinity School at Harvard
University, delivered the inaugural address.

Dr. Stendahl's remarks were entitled "The Faith That

Enlivens the Mind," and they were based on Romans 12.

Calling for courage and creativity, the Harvard dean said,

"We have gathered here to pray God that faith and spirit

fill the mind and the will and the imagination and the

energy of Albert Anderson and the whole Lenoir-Rhyne
College."

Inaugural Speeches

The entire text of Dr. Stendahl's address, as well as Dr.

Anderson's remarks, are printed later in this magazine.

Dr. Stendahl also spoke at a pre-inaugural symposium
Friday night, which was heavily attended by members of

Lenoir-Rhyne's Lutheran constituency. The guests heard
an address entitled "The Christian Witness in a Pluralistic

World" followed by a discussion with a panel of respon-

dants.

The respondants were Dr. H. George Anderson, presi-

dent of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary; the

Reverend Carlyle Mamey of Interpreter's House in Lake
Junaluska; and Dr. M. L. Stirewalt Jr. '34, a retired profes-

sor at Lenoir-Rhyne and the Hamma School of Theology.

The symposium participants later joined a number of

guests for a reception in honor of Dr. Anderson and his

family in Lenoir-Rhyne's Voigt R. Cromer College Center.

The inaugural events closed in the Center with a buffet

luncheon following the Saturday morning ceremony. A
large crowd dined, heard vocal music by Dr. Edward D.

Anderson, brother ofthe president, and enjoyed an address

by Dr. Lloyd Svendsbye, president of Luther-
Northwestern Seminaries.

Dr. Anderson receives president's medallion.
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The Weekend in Pictures ..
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Mr. and Mrs. Luther G. Boliek '26 register for the festivities.

The makings of an inaugural reception - Lenoir-Rhyne

Woman's Club "cookie cache."

Dr. Stendahl, left, with symposium respondants, I to r. Dr. Anderson, the

Rev. Marney and Dr. M. L. Stirewalt Jr. '34.

Dr. Svendsbye closed the weekend with an address at the

buffet luncheon.
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Reception guests included Dr. WilliamH. Shuford '54, vice-chairman ofthe

inauguration committee, and his father, Vic '25, both behind centerpiece.

Hundreds filed through the reception receiving line.

JoAnne Wray '77 brought

greetings from the SGA.
Dr. George R. Whittecar was on
hand to induct the new chief

executive.



Family Portraits . .

.

Son, Per, registers at reception.

Brother, Dr. Edward D. Ander.'ion.

Daughter Solveig, center. Daughter Dagny, right.

Thor, left, and Berit, center, get

instructions from mother, Anita.

Dr. Anderson.
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'49

G. A. Langston of Atlanta, Ga. has been pro-

moted to southern sales manager by Drew
Chemical Corporation.

'50

David Hunsucker of Catawba was recently

reappointed as Catawba's clerk and treasurer.

Rev. George Shuford has accepted a call to St.

Luke's Lutheran Church. Conover.

CLASS
NOTES

'10

Stella Rhyne Miller of Mooresville was re-

cently honored by her church for over 50 years

of active membership. In August, she became a

resident of the Lutheran Home, Salisbury.

'22

J. Reid Poovey of Hickory has been elected to

the N.C. State House of Representatives.

'24

Hilda Yoder Garrou ofValdese is the author of

the book "Teach A Child To Be A Better

Reader" published recently by Vantage Press.

'25

W. W. Stockman of Hiddenite was recently

honored by the Alexander County Board of

Education for his 50 years of service to that

community as a teacher, coach, administrator

and board member.

'26

Paul D. Peery of Coronado, Ca. had a recent

Christmas carillon recital in Balboa Park
which marked his thirtieth anniversary as

official carillonneur for San Diego. He was also

recently selected as the most deserving citizen

of San Diego in the area of Cultural Integrity

and World Harmony.

'32

Dr. O. Leonard Moretz of Hickory has been
honored as Catawba County's "Man of the

Year" by the Hickory News.

'36

Charles H. Tuttle ofHickory was named Honor
Superintendent of the Year as part of the an-

nual State Superintendents Convention.

'41

Dr. C. Miller Sigmon of Morganton was re-

cently chosen as Morganton's "Man of the

Year".

'43

Dr. Sanford L. Steelman of Watchung, N.J.

has recently been honored by the Institute for

Scientific Information. The recognition indi-

cated that one of his recent papers was among
the 500 most cited during the past 15 years.

Wesley W. Rink of Tampa, Fla. has been
elected vice president and controller of the Ex-
change Bancorporation, Inc. and vice presi-

dent ofthe Exchange National Bank ofTampa.
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THE CLASS OF 1951 - TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
LATER . . . Leading the fun and spirit for 'Our

Gang- '76' Homecoming on November 13 was
the Class of 1951. Celebrating their 25th reun-

ion, their weekend began on Friday evening

and ran through Sunday morning and in-

cluded lots of fellowship, parades, football,

good food, Kampus Kats' music, a midnight

breakfast and lots ofjust plain 'ole-fashioned'

memories. Other classes holding reunions were

1936-1939 and 1955-1958.

'53

Jay. S. Cline has joined Coty, Inc. as traffic

supervisor in the distribution department.

Rev. Paul Conrad of Winston-Salem is presi-

dent of the Stratford Kiwanis Club.

'54

J. Douglas Caston of Cleveland, Ohio, who is

co-director of the Developmental Biology
Center at CWRU, has been promoted to Pro-

fessor of Anatomy.

'55

Rev. Robert Q. Beard has been installed as

pastor of Alamance Lutheran Church in Ala-
mance.

Benny Hoyle of Gastonia has been named ex-

ecutive vice president of Wix Corp.

'57

W. Roe Gabriel of Columbia, S.C. has been
named senior vice president and regional ex-

ecutive of the Coastal Region of the National

Bank of S.C. In addition, he serves as Colum-
bia city executive.

Richard C. Boyd of Hickory has been pro-

moted to vice president at First National Bank
of Catawba County.

Carroll O. Robinson of Lincolnton has been
promoted to senior vice president and senior

trust officer at Carolina First National Bank.

'58

Rev. Ralph Wallace has accepted a call to

serve St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Colum-
bia, S.C.

'59

Frances Boyd of Hickory has joined
Hedrick-Mitchell Real Estate Co.

Harvey L. Travis of Conover has been elected

as a vice president for the Catawba County
Chamber of Commerce. He will lead the Mem-
bership - Communications Council.

'61

Rev. Robert C. Mitcham, Jr. has joined the

staff of the Catawba County Department of

Social Services in Newton.

Roy A. McGalliard, chairman of the English

Department at Western Piedmont Community
College in Morganton, has been named an

officer in the South Atlantic Modem Language
Association.

G. Leroy Lail, Jr. of Conover has been elected

as a vice-president of the Catawba County
Chamber of Commerce and will lead the Con-

ventions and Visitor Council.

Glen R. Boyd of Hickory has been elected as a

vice-president for the Catawba County
Chamber of Commerce. He will lead the

Economic Development Council.

'64

Rev. Dick Rhyne of Greensboro has been on

leave to Imigration Division of LCA in New
York.

Chaplain Jacob M. Boggs of Salisbury has
received the second award of the Meritorious

Service Medal at the U.S. Air Force Academy.
Chaplain Boggs was cited for outstanding duty

performance while assigned at Mather AFB,
Calif He now serves as the Cadet Chaplain at

the Academy.

'65

John H. Elmore, Jr. will serve a second year as

mayor pro-tem, water and sewer commissioner
and secretary to the board for the Town of

Catawba.

'66

Shelia S. Eller of Cline Southern Insurance

Agency, Inc. in Hickory has been selected for

membership in the 1977 President's Club of

the Kemper Insurance Companies.

Rev. Dennis L. Setzer, Jr. of Hickory has been

installed as pastor of Zion Evangelical Lu-

theran Church.

'67

Gary S. Lockman of Atlanta, Ga. has formed
Lockman & Associates, a real estate brokerage
and investment firm.

'69

Chuck Hughes has been transferred to At-

lanta where he is now serving on the adminis-

trative staff in the Commercial Department
with Southern Bell Telephone Company. He
and his family are living in Stone Mountain.

Steve Franklin Hinkle of Lexington has re-

cently been named as head football coach for

North Davidson Senior High in Lexington.

Michael J. Fox of Charlotte has been promoted

to assistant vice president in the cash man-
agement department of First Union National

Bank.

'71

Richard Gerald Bryson has been named assis-

tant executive secretary in the Department of

Interior, Washington, D.C. He recently re-

ceived his Master of Arts degree in Public and
International Affairs from the George
Washington University.

Joy Bristol Bryson was appointed recently as

office manager and confidential assistant to

Congressman James J. Howard ofNew Jersey.

Dale K. Cline of Hickory has been elected as a

vice president for the Catawba County
Chamber of Commerce and will lead the

Community Development Council.
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72

Clive E. Willis, III of Hickorj' has been pro-

moted to an assistant cashier at the First Na-
tional Bank of Catawba County.

73

James Richard (Jim) Littleton was appointed

postmaster of the Blacksburg Post Office. Jim
has been a management trainee with the U.S.

Postal Service in Rocky Mount.

Daniel R. Mercer who is currently attending

Wake Forest University School of Law, was
manager of a law school cross-country team
which won the Wake Forest University in-

tramural cross-country championship.

75

David Kupke of Hickory has entered the first

year of professional study at Illinois College of

Optometry in Chicago.

Theresa R. Park of Asheville has enlisted in

the U.S. Air Force.

76

Steve Deal of Pensacola, Fla. has entered the

University of Michigan to earn a Masters De-

gree in Public Policy.

Sally Keith of Columbia, S.C. is now teaching

junior high aged deaf children at Crayton
Middle School in Columbia, S.C.

William W. (Bill) Hearn has been named execu-

tive vice president of the Dunn Chamber of

Commerce.

RUSSIAN TRAVELERS . . . Over fifty members
of the Alumni Association spent Thanksgiving
in Russia. The group which included partici-

pants from other area schools departed Char-
lotte on November 18 and returned on the 27th.

The trip was the most successful in the history

of the Association and attracted participants

from as faraway as Texas. Similar offerings for

travel will be announced in the near future.

WEDDINGS
•26

Dolores Wunder of West Germany to Paul D.

Peery of Coronado, Calif, on August 29. They
are living in Coronado, Calif.

'59

Arietta Sikes to Yoder Vernon Whitley, Jr. of

Greensboro on December 5. They are living in

Greensboro where he is employed with Whit-
ley Specialty Company.

'64

Tenita Ann Deal of Hickory to Dr. Crittenden

E. Brookes of San Francisco on November 6.

They are living in San Rafael.

'68

Karen Diane Estes to John M. Crockett, Jr.

both of Columbia, S.C. on October 9.

Margaret Ross Snead to Lloyd Dolan Smith
both of Lexington on November 5. They are
living in Lexington.
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'69

Margaret Anne Keith to Wayne Sylvester

Dobbs of Concord on December 12.

70

Alyce Prestwood Whisnant of Lenoir to John
Timothy Lineberger of Hickory on December
18. They are living in Hudson.

71

Donna Gayle Long of Mt. Holly to Van Wil-

liams Hawkins of Lincolnton on October 17.

They are living in Charlotte where he is em-
ployed by American Hoechst Corporation.

Cynthia Faye Aderholdt of Hickory and
Charles G. Poteat, Jr. of Morganton on Oc-
tober 17. They live in Morganton where
Charles is associated with Charles Poteat
Jewelers.

Rachel Hayes Teague '69 of Hickory to

James Doyle Price of Taylorsville on De-
cember 26. They are living in Hickory where
Rachel is a second grade teacher at Mountain
View Elementary School and James is a staff

accountant with Griggs, Boggs & Company.

Margaret Blanche McCrum of Gainesville, Ga.
to William Douglas Hightower, II of Wades-
boro on November 21.

Joan Melaine Harpootlian of Matthews to

Thomas David Lumsden of Statesville on De-
cember 10. They are living in Matthews.

Lea Griffin to John Bailey Duncan, Jr. both of

High Point on January 15.

72
Cynthia Jayne Haynes of Granite Falls to

Tracy Lane Childers of Hildebran on October
17. They are living in Hildebran where Tracy
is employed by Childers Hosiery Mills.

'74

Marie Ann Lewis of Charlotte to William (Bill)

Howard Rogers of Huntersville on December
18. They are living in Charlotte where Bill is

presently teaching and coaching at North
Mecklenburg High School.

Deborah Jean Reed '73 of Black Mountain to

Dale Emerson Kirkley of Charlotte. They are

living in Hickory.

Diane Louise Pritchard of Edmonton, Al-

berta, Canada to Franklin Gustauvus Monroe
of Star on October 9. They are living in Char-
lotte.

'75

Pamela Sue Mays to Arnold Eugene Starnes
both of Hickory on December 26. They are liv-

ing in Hickory where Arnold operates Windy
City Grill.

June Gail Robinson of Charlotte to Rev. Carl

Morris Pope, Jr. of Statesville. They are living

in Granite Quarry.

Margaret Tyler White '76 of Lenoir to Norman
Eric Hoffman of Greensboro on November 6.

They reside in Winston-Salem where he is a

marketing representative for IBM Corpora-

tion.

Melony Wayne McCarty to Steven Hunter
Hart both of Kannapolis. They are living in

Charlotte where Melony is an artist with ABC
Industries, Inc. and he is with Ecolsciences,

Inc.

Dorothy Sharon Stanfiel ofAsheville to David
Scott Miller ofCanton on August 14. Sharon is

an RN in pediatrics at Memorial Mission Hos-
pital. David is the assistant city manager of

Canton. They live in Asheville.

'76

Ruth Ann Kirkpatrick to Lt. Ralph Royden
Leonard, U.S. Navy, on December 30. They are

living outside Moffett Field, Calif.

Nancy H. Phillips '75 of Charlotte to Michael
A. Hogewood of Greensboro on September 25.

Mike is a reporter at WSOC-TV, Channel 9
and Nancy is teaching.

BIRTHS
'66

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Crouse of Kannapolis, a
daughter, Sharon Leigh, on November 13.

'67

Mr. & Mrs. Gary S. Lockman ofAtlanta, Ga., a

daughter, Jennifer Lee, on August 30.

Mr. & Mrs. Craig C. (Faith Anderson) Ashton
of San Francisco, Ca., a daughter, Carrie
Elizabeth, on October 25.

'68

Mr. & Mrs. Richard (Sally Alexander)
Matherly of Atlanta, Ga., a daughter, Kelly
Michelle, on December 15.

•69

Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. (Mary Yoder '71) Kaeser of

Raleigh, a son, Brian David, on November 18.

'70

Mr. & Mrs. Darrel (Lynn Ridenhour) Parks of

Forest Park, Ga., a son, Justin Lynn, on De-
cember 9.

'71

Mr. & Mrs. Graham Alexander (Gin Griffin)

Monroe, Jr. of Fayetteville, a son, Graham
Alexander, on August 12.

73

Mr. & Mrs. John H. (Becky Caton) Charles,

Jr. of Elkin, a son, Christopher Caton, on
November 10.

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest W. (Doris Ann Bailey)

Megonigal of Old Bridge, N.J., a daughter,

Kathleen Jeanne, on August 25.

DEATHS
'14

Mae Rhodes Corriher of Lincolnton on
November 15.

'15

Rev. Casper Allen Kipps of Greensboro on De-

cember 12.

'27

Odell McGinnis of Gastonia on January 6.

'31

Harry L. Lemon of Newton on January 25.

'33

Mary Elizabeth Hartley of Lenoir on Sep-

tember 28.

'49

James Kirby Willis, Jr. of Kings Mountain on
December 13.

'58

Dwight Herrin of Louisville, Kentucky on De-

cember 1.

•62

Marshall H. Rhyne, Jr. of Belmont on Feb-

ruary 2.

'74

Phillip Carter of Jonesville on January 11.

'75

John Gordon Neal, Jr. ofHickory on February

1.
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L7F 'STRATEGY' SUPPORT NEARS 3/4 MILLION DOLLARS
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76 chairman, John Yoder '52, reviews the growth ofLoyalty Fund support during the '70's with '77

chairman, Elsie Deaton. Support for current operations from the 'Spirit of L-R in '76' campaign

totaled approximately $165,000.

With the close of the 'Spirit of L-R in 76'

campaign, college alumni and friends have

made gifts totaling nearly three-quarters of a

million dollars through Loyalty Fund during

the past six years.

John Yoder '52, of Asheville, 1976 national

chairman, reported that the campaign just

completed raised $163,881.17. "While our

total is unofficial at present," he commented, "I

think it is significant to note that since the

'Strategy for the Seventies' began, alumni and
friends have provided unrestricted support for

current operations of approximately $744,000.

This represents annual support of over

$124,000 during that period. Comparable an-

nual income from endowment would require

investments of $2.5 million."

"It would be difficult to highlight all the good

things that happened in the year to give us this

response," he added, "but we are most ap-

preciative to those who provided their time to

make phone calls and personal contacts and, of

CENTURY CLUB
FESTIVITIES

SET FOR APRIL 1

The annual Century Club Presidents' Ball

is set for Friday, April 1 at the Lake Hickory
Country Club.

"This year's affair is expected to be the

largest ever!" announced alumni co-chairmen
Charles and Valerie (Morrow) Deal ofHickory,

"since current membership totals approxi-
mately 750."

The evening will begin with a fellowship

period with guests greeted by Dr. and Mrs.
Albert B. Anderson, Lenoir-Rhyne's eighth
president; Dr. and Mrs. Voigt R. Cromer, pres-

ident emeritus and Lois D. Snyder, Alumni
Association president. Following the dinner,

there will be dancing until midnight.
Formal invitations to the "dutch treat"

event will be mailed in early March to all cur-

rent Century Club members. Membership is

open to all alumni and friends of the College

who made a gift of at least $100 to Loyalty
Fund. Early reservations are encouraged.
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course, those who sent their gifts— be it agift

of$5.00 or $1,000. It certainly requires support

at all levels to continue the support the college

needs for its quality program."

Official 1976 figures and highlights will be

presented in the annual Loyalty Fund Honor
Roll issue of PROFILE to be published in

April.

National chairman Mrs. Elsie Deaton '35 of

Hickory, noted that plans are being made to

kick off the '77 campaign in early March with

the emphasis being 'participation.' "We have

at least 5,000 alumni who have supported

Loyalty Fund at various times and various

levels in the past ten years," she said. "Our
goal in this campaign will be directed toward

'doing it again' and if we can encourage every

former donor to 'do it again' the dollars will

take care of themselves."

"I encourage our alumni and other friends of

the college to make their gift early in '77 so we
can reach these new levels of participation."

ALUMNI APPRECIATION DAY
MAY 21, 1977

Mark The Calendar For

SPECIAL REUNIONS
CLASS REUNIONS
FUN AND FELLOWSHIP
REMEMBER THE DAY WHEN.

DEVELOPMENT
UPDATE NOTES

Synod-wide chairman. Dr. Brady Y.

Faggart, Jr. '52, of Greensboro reports

that as of January 31, a total of approxi-

mately $1,433,000 has been committed to

the $2 million 'Forward Together' cam-
paign. Just over 150 of the 208 churches
have responded with the remaining
churches expected to make their deci-

sions within the next few weeks. Pay-
ment period for the campaign begins in

April and will continue for 33 months.

College officials are hopeful that
ground-breaking for the Shuford Physi-

cal Education Building addition will be

conducted by Summer. Architects have
been advised to proceed with final draw-
ings for the building that will include ex-

panded physical educational facilities

and a swimming pool.

Unofficial figures for the calendar year

1976 indicate that total voluntary giving

exceeded $1,030,000. This marks the first

time in the history of Lenoir-Rhyne that

giving surpassed the $1 million level in

any 12-month period.

LINCOLNTON ALUMNUS
NAMED CHAPLAIN

The Reverend J. Larry Yoder '65 of Lincoln-

ton has been named chaplain of Lenoir-Rhyne
and began his work in January.
The new Lenoir-Rhyne chaplain has com-

pleted his residency at the Duke Divinity

School and is now preparing his dissertation

for a doctor of philosophy degree. While in

Durham, he also served for three years at St.

Paul's Lutheran Church as an associate pas-

tor.

Lenoir-Rhyne's second honor graduate in

1965, the Rev. Mr. Yoder finished as the top

student in the class of 1969 at the Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia,
S.C. He also served as a summer intern chap-

lain at the South Carolina State Hospital and
an interim campus pastor at the University of

South Carolina.

Following his ordination as a Lutheran pas-

tor, the Rev. Mr. Yoder served for three years

as associate pastor of Christ Lutheran Church
in Pacific Beach, San Diego, Calif. He returned

to North Carolina to begin his studies at Duke.
Married to the former Marianne Howard of

West Columbia S.C, the new Lenoir-Rhyne
chaplain has an 11-month-old son, Nathan
Howard. His wife is also a Lenoir-Rhyne
graduate, class of 1966.

The Yoder's reside in Hickory near the

Lenoir-Rhyne campus.
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ADMISSIONS

The followingpeople have been accepted for admission to Lenoir-Rhyne for fall , 1977, as of
January 26. Admissions Director Dick Thompson asks alumni to contact any of these

students, congratulate them, and encourage them to enroll. The College is still accepting

applicants and appreciates your referrals. The li^t is in zip code order.

San Jose, Costa Rica
Nada Ku Kobe, Japan
Aguadilla. Puerto Rico
West Hartford, CT
Darien. CT
Westfield, NJ
Westfield, NJ
Glen Rock, NJ
Atlantic Highlands, NJ
Sparta, NJ
Burlington, NJ
Cherr>' Hill, NJ
Pemberton, NJ
Pemberton, NJ
Ocean City, NJ
Pennington, NJ
E. Brunswick, NJ
East Brunswick, NJ
BriarcUflF. NY
Yorktown Heights, NY
Pearl River, NY
Garden City, NY
Centerport, NY
E. Northport, NY
Hauppage, NY
Smithtown, NY
Port Jervis, NY
Skaneateles, NY
E. Aurora, NY
East Aurora, NY
HoUsopple, PA
West Sunbury, PA
Langhome, PA
Springfield, PA
Audubon, PA
Schwenksville, PA
Newark, DE
Washington, DC
Oxon Hill, MD
Oxon Hill, MD
Gaithersburg, MD
Cheverly, MD
Laurel, MD
Churchville, MD
Joppatowne, MD
Baltimore, MD
Annapolis, MD
Keymar, MD
Walkersville, MD
Woodsboro, MD
Annandale, VA
Falls Church, VA
Leesburg, VA
McLean, VA
Woodbridge, VA
Alexandria, VA
Timberville, VA
Richmond, VA
Norfolk, VA
Hampton, VA
Chase City, VA
Roanoke, VA
Galax, VA
Bluefield, WV
Advance, NC
Boonville, NC
Boonville, NC
Lewisville, NC
Lewisville, NC
Lewisville, NC
Mocksville, NC
Mocksville, NC
Mocksville, NC
Mt. Airy, NC
Mt. Airy, NC
Mt. Airy, NC
Mt. Airy, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC
Burlington, NC
Elon, NC
Elon College, NC
Graham, NC
Graham, NC
Graham, NC
High Point, NC
High Point, NC
High Point, NC
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Deborah Marley
Julie Perry

Marcus Beraza
John V. Clarke
Lisa Chrisman

Wendy Buhrendorf
Lynn Rowling

Ruth Guttormsen
Gardiner Marek

Irene Jones
Lori Dolce

Barbara Hicks
Marcus Titrud
Loanne Titrud

Rebecca Marino
Sija Los

Timothy Loucks
Alexander Todoroff

Stuart Jones
Karin Simpson
Barbara Kney

Elizabeth Serafin

Marisa Stahl

Susan Kasting
Ellen Borstell

Nancy Machecek
Alice Adams

Jeffrey Michel
Sally Fickenscher

Mary Spinks
Peter Goddard

Kimberly Henrv
Beth Allen

Patricia Minteer
Michael Gieschen

Sandra Schweigert
Sheree Wilt

Mildred Artis

Margaret Harris
Tracy Zogran
Gary Keesee

Theresa Tyler

Paula Rabun
Carolyn Irey

David Winnie
Patricia Handrahan

Susan Strange
Debora Stottlemyer

Vance Baker
Catherine Hawkins

Patricia Green
Robert Papke

John Hite
Wendy Sarratt

Joanna Ostendorff
Michael Trice

Julie Minnick
Barbara Thompson

Robert Mauney
Deborah Bonney
Norma Crowder

Sheldon Reynolds
Lyndon Herman
Tamara Deskins

Kevin King
Karen Clendenen
Danette Steelman

Anita Mock
Scarlet Mathis
Patricia Black

Charlotte Bristow
Martha Piper

John Grose
Ellen Robertson

Sheryl McMillian
Sarah Hardy
Lisa Parries

Tamara Thackston
Catherine Nagel

Julie Jackson
Diane Harris
Dana Palm

Mark Brindle
Susan Reavis
Jane Winfrey
Martha Moore

John Newsome, Jr.

Cindy Fulcher
Karen Cox

Charles Hauser
David Smedberg

Mary Ann Buckner
Dale Alexander

Keith Wells
Jeffrey Clayton

Kenneth Bennett
Royster Tucker, III

Susan Cain
Kyle Auman

Eden, NC
Liberty, NC
Mt. Gilead, NC
Star, NC
Greensboro, NC
Greensboro, NC
Greensboro, NC
Greensboro, NC
Greensboro, NC
Greensboro, NC
Greensboro, NC
Greensboro, NC
Apex, NC
Apex, NC
Buies Creek, NC
Gary, NC
Henderson, NC
Roxboro, NC
Raleigh, NC
Raleigh, NC
Raleigh, NC
Enfield, NC
Littleton, NC
Gatesville, NC
Albemarle, NC
Belmont, NC
Bostic, NC
Chenyville, NC
Cherryville, NC
China Grove, NC
Concord, NC
Concord, NC
Dallas, NC
Dallas, NC
Davidson, NC
Earl, NC
Faith, NC
Faith, NC
Fallston, NC
Fallston, NC
Forest City, NC
Forest City, NC
Forest City, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Gastonia, NC
Harrisburg, NC
Huntersville, NC
Kannapolis, NC
Kings Mountain, NC
Landis, NC
Lincolnton, NC
Lincolnton, NC
Lincolnton, NC
Matthews, NC
Matthews, NC
Matthews, NC
Monroe, NC
Monroe, NC
Monroe, NC
Monroe, NC
Mt. Pleasant, NC
Pineville, NC
Richfield, NC
Sahsbury, NC
Salisbury, NC
Salisbury, NC
Salisbury, NC
Sahsbury, NC
Salisbury, NC
Shelby, NC
Shelby, NC
Shelby, NC
Shelby, NC
Shelby, NC
Wadesboro, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC
Charlotte, NC

Carol Wells
Kimberly Lucinda Jarrett

Virginia Oliver

Bobbie Russell

Frederick Holt

Carolyn Downs
Kathy Scherff

Ronald Vaeth
Sara Valentine
Lucinda Earle

Andrew Walker
George Gillespie

Mishelle Mills

James Yeargan
Maribeth Yoder

Charles Comwell
Daniel Parsons
Sharon Riley

Lynn Shuping
Colleen Costello

Steve Niemeyer
Mary Beavans
Darrell Wilson

William Cowper
Janet Speight

Greg Cline
Susan Walker
Sandra Beam

Robbin Randall
Robert Shinn

Tamara Brown
Lawrence Eury
Nancy Scoggins

Robert Finger, Jr.

Heide Schultz

Jane Bettis

Robert Fink III

Olivia Pence
Rhonda Blanton

David Clay
Connie McDonald

Mary Mauney
Cheryl Biggerstaff

Lora Linser

Dorothy Kenley
Donna Elrod
Joel Mincey

William Moser
Samuel Holloway

David Frye
William Beam, Jr.

Richard Armstrong
John Beam

Elizabeth Williams
Bonnie Goodwin
Thomas Cross

William AUman
Robert Hemdon
John Stirewalt

Sheila Stamey
Amy Houser

Cynthia Keener
Martha Saldivar

Anne Oilman
Hollis Irwin

Beverly Oleen
Jonathan Amdt

Jeffrey Amdt
Thomas Batchelor, Jr.

Larry Spears, Jr.

Russell Batts

Kelly Rogers
Lorn a Rufty
Kathy Arey
Judy Coble

Bryan Richardson, Jr.

Daniel Hines
Dana Bost

Ellen McCurry
Gwendolyn Ramsaur

Cynthia Bailey
Betsy Crowder

Frank Morehead, Jr.

Judith Gaddy
Mary Russ

Barry Fowler
Willie Bacote

Catherine Foard
Larry Johnson

Catherine Mackey
Debora Carmon

James Knauff IV
John Love

Ernest Hunt III

Kent Prindle
Thomas Renfrow

Julie Billings

Donald Haas
Charles MacLaughlin III

Fayetteville, NC
Lumberton, NC
Pinehurst, NC
Rockingham, NC
Rockingham, NC
Southern Pines, NC
Southern Pines, NC
Wilmington, NC
Wilmington, NC
Wilmington, NC
Greensboro, NC
Burgaw, NC
Kure Beach, NC
Gary, NC
Jacksonville, NC
Jacksonville, NC
Camp Lejeune, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Hickory, NC
Catawba, NC
Claremont, NC
Claremont, NC
Connelly Springs, NC
Connelly Springs, NC
Conover, NC
Conover, NC
Conover, NC
Conover, NC
Elkin, NC
Elkin, NC
Granite Falls, NC
Hildebran, NC
Hudson, NC
Hudson, NC
Hudson, NC
Hudson, NC
Lenoir, NC
Maiden, NC
Maiden, NC
Maiden, NC
Morganton, NC
Morganton, NC
Newton, NC
N. Wilkesboro, NC
Sparta, NC
Statesville, NC
Statesville, NC
TaylorsviUe, NC
West Jefferson, NC
Wilkesboro, NC
Hendersonville, NC
Hendersonville, NC
Lake Junaluska, NC
Old Fort, NC
Asheville, NC
Asheville, NC
Asheville, NC
Darlington, SC
Cedartown, GA
Lilbum, GA
Atlanta, GA
Atlanta, GA
Dunwoody, GA
Doraville, GA
Savannah, GA
Brunswick, GA
Jacksonville, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Pensacola, FL
Kissimmee.FL
Longwood, FL
Maitland, FL
Windermere, FL
Winter Park, FL
Ind. Harb. Bch., FL
Coral Springs, FL
Miami, FL
Miami, FL
N. Palm Beach, FL
Boca Raton, FL
Clearwater, FL
Plant City, FL
Tampa, FL
St. Petersburg, FL
Jeffersontown, KY
Canal Winchester, OH
Detroit, MI
Edgerton, WI
La Grange, IL

Thomas Piner

Renee Johnson
Pamela Baines
Malinda Jarrett

Douglas Smith
Jo Ellen Anderson

Peggy Bell

Lynn Welborn
Hoyt Bradshaw, Jr.

Susan Hamalainen
Michael Turner

Susan King
Edith Pratt

Pennie Gibson
Donald Thompson

Alice Warlick
Sonya Hardin
Joye Teague
Sharon Starr

Lori Eckard
Carol Latorre

Damon Penn
Denise Roseman
Debbie Reynolds

Scott Linder
Jacquelynn Freeman

Charles Hardin
Pamela Houston

David Moser
Chris Medlin
Eric Sigmon

Cynthia Sigmon
Juhe Brittain

Kerry Townsend
Cristal Travis
Mark Herman
Timothy Bolick

Wendelyrme Keever
Dawn Renee Haynes

Barbara Chatham
Lisa Teague

Glenda Huffman
Penelope Smith

Steven Smith
Renee Sigmon

Jerry Townsend
Vickie Scruggs
Jeffrey Hoyle

Linda Goodson
Deborah York

Charlotte Jordan
Gerald White

Christopher Sigmon
Julie Gabriel
Kenneth Mills

Sherry Shoemaker
Harry Tsumas
Tamra Amdt
Debra Roten
John Scroggs

Barbara Grether
Elizabeth Blowers

Mary McCulley
Yvonne Allison

Angela Penley
Diane Peterson

Bret Loudermilk
Marion Coe

Charles Knowles
Douglas AUinger

Constance Mitchell

Matthew Putnal
Sharon Sumner
Laura Gardner

Frances Kleinsteuber
James Vernon
Carolyn Dixon
Kimberly Peck
Joseph John III

Jennifer Overstreet
Pamela Krech
Jeanne Oettl

Dardanella Raymond
Kelly Lowe

David Dexter
Rosemarie Barbee
Joanna Konopko

Marlys Tharp
Virginia White
Becky Archer

Bemice Richards
Vernon Ayscue, Jr.

Patricia McGee
Debra Fulton

Joyce Bemiller
Karen Kieffer

Nancy Cheek
Susan Buhrow
Jeffrey Tyner
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Dr. Stendahl

Inaugural Address

STENDAHL CALLS FOR FAITH THAT ENLIVENS MIND'

Dear al et al, or as Paul said in the

Epistle, dear brothers and sisters. He
didn't, but he would if he were here

now.

I have chosen to reflect on this im-

portant and delightful occasion on

those well-known words in the 12th

chapter of Paul's epistle to the Ro-

mans. And the phrase that has
caught my imagination specifically

is, of course, the one which says in

various translations something like,

"Do not be conformed to this age, but

rather be transformed by the renewal

of your mind." Or if I were to para-

phrase, I would say that verse reads

something like, "Do not fall for the

fads of your generation, rather let

your perspective become changed by

the renewal of your mind so that you

can see what God wants, what is

good, and delightful, and bears the

mark of the Kingdom of God."

The faith that enlivens the mind is

February 1977

the faith that a college needs. And if

it is a church-related college, then

that college has to demand of the

church that it supplies intensively

and freely out ofthe treasure of faith,

that faith which enlivens the mind.

Not the one which stifles it. Because

there have been examples in the his-

tory ofeducation and in the history of

the church of faiths so conceived and

so expressed that they actually stifle

the mind. And that is because the

spirit and the faith has often been

used by us human beings in selfish

manners. Actually, that is the sin of

sins according to good Lutheran
theology, that we use God's gifts and
even the revelation and the Ten
Commandments to our own security

and gain.

Use The Law

When the frustrated parent shouts

to the kid, "Honor your father and

your mother," it is a little hard for the

kid to hear the unpolluted word of

God, because it seems that that is

quoted in a situation so obviously to

advantage to the older set. And when
the truly, truly hungry mother has

taken a loafofbread to feed her child,

and rich and well-fed society shouts,

"Thou shalt not steal," that is right

and that is a quote from the scrip-

tures and even the Ten Command-
ments, but damned or blessed, it's

obvious that we use the law for our

selfish protection.

And the faith committed to the

saints and the spirit shed abroad has

often been used by us scared and up-

tight Christians in selfish manner for

security and safety rather than for

exploration. But according to the

scriptures, both the faith and the

spirit are primarily for those who
have the urge and the courage to ven-

ture into the unknown, into the un-



charted places of the earth £ind of the

mind and of the imagination. And
who is, according to the Bible, the

Father of faith? His name was Abra-

ham. And he, as it says in Hebrews,

and as it is witnessed to in the Old

Testament, he was the one who went

out from that which was known and

the traditions of his ancestors, not

knowing where he was to go. And
that is and remains the true sign of

the truly religious person, he or she

just doesn't know where he is to go,

but he or she has enough trust in God
to set out even so. And so also in the

travels of the mind, and that's why
the faith enlivens the mind.

Or think of the spirit, that creative

wind of God that brooded over the

chaos waters, filling matter with life.

But so much life and so much freedom

and so much enlivening, so that al-

ready in (Genesis) chapter 3, the Fall

occurs. God chose freedom, knowing
the risk. And it is in His wisdom that

He rather somehow, as also is so clear

from the life and style of Jesus, pre-

fers enlivened sinners to dead dull-

ness. Think ofthe spirit that enlivens

with risk.

Pray For Spirit

And so, my sisters and my
brothers, we have gathered here to

pray God that that endeavoring faith

and that enlivening spirit will fill the

mind and the will and the imagina-

tion and the inventiveness of Albert

Anderson and this college during his

presidency.

This is a church college, although

faculty often prefer to call it private

college, and some others, too. And
there has been much discussion

about the place and the role of these

church colleges. And all of us here

have been involved in one way or

another in such conversations or re-

flections. And the pros and cons have

been weighed. I think there can be no

doubt that the time is right for a more
distinctive style, lifestyle and educa-

tional style, of churches conscious of

their being part of the church's mis-

sion. There was a time when this was
debatable. But the process of same-

ness has gone far enough. And the

experiment with a boldness of faith

certainly has its place.

Now the reasons for church col-

leges have suffered much erosion.

Often one finds, espe.cially if one

dusts off some of the phrases and re-

ally tries to find what is said, that the

greatest chance of church colleges to

attract students is that parents who
pay for the education find church col-

leges a little safer— safer in terms of

sex and sometimes safer even in

terms ofthe mind. That strikes me as

not quite sufficent a base nor a good

one for the perpetuation ofplaces like

this.

Another rather delightful aspect of

the argument for these colleges is

that they are small, humane and
have a very attractive student/

faculty ratio. And that is very nice

and very important. But it is also

a sign of American affluence

which one wonders how long the

world will be able to sustain. It

is an enormously expensive lux-

ury that perhaps most of the

world will be able to afford.

United States is really to find

humane modes of learning in early

years and through life, which can

tackle size and the many. And as long

as the church colleges are living out

of the satisfaction and filling in the

gap when, so they say, the world can't

afford that kind of education any-

more, the nice church people can still

sort of hang in there and afford it,

there is no future. Because this is an
economic question.

Guard Ourselves

It's almost the same that has hap-

pened in many countries where the

churches have hospitals. These were

genuinely Samaritan missions into

the world one hundred fifty years

ago. But now in many parts ofEurope

and in some parts of this country, the

church-related hospitals are the ones

where you can buy extra friendly

care with a Christian shiver in the

hand of the nurse as she puts it on

your feverish forehead — if you can

afford it. It has been the luxury form

of care, and we have to guard our-

selves carefully lest the church-

related college becomes the luxury

type of higher education.

There must be other reasons. And
the reason above reasons, as I see it,

is that in a pluralistic world, we will

be set free to be more distinct in our

own little "we," the value and the

glory and the necessity of distinct

ways of variety and of clear witness.

The pendulum is no doubt swinging.

beginning to swing back, from seeing

it as if the problem of the church-

related college was tojust be a college

that happens to have church support.

It is in the educational center that

the question has to be lined.

But the real problem about the

church-related college is not whether
it should be related to the church or

not, but what faith and what spirit

gives shape to that relationship. The
test is this: Is the college a place

where the faith enlivens the mind? Is

the college in the tradition of Abra-
ham, the father ofthe faith, who went
toward the unknown rather than cul-

tivating the faith of his past? Is the

college in its relation to the church
sustained by the spirit of creation,

with freedom and risk and whole and
forgiveness and redemption?

Great Challenge

Thus, to the church the college is a

great challenge. Its role within the

totality of the church is sort of

prophetic. And heaven knows that

one of the unsafest things to invest in

in the world is to invest in prophets,

because their job is to keep you hon-

est, and to push on under the spirit.

The college's role is sort of prophetic.

It is not an agent toward security or

self-preservation. It's the laboratory

of the future. It is the constant and
ever renewed roll call of faith from

Hebrews 1 1 : in faith they went out, in

faith they held out, God not being

behind them, but in our future. That

is the charisma of the gift of the col-

lege. And this gift of the college is to

have a strong share, a strong portion,

in the faith of the church. And the

way to measure how much faith there

is is to measure whether the minds

are enlivened. The more enlivened

the mind, it is a sign of a richer faith.

And so as we gather here with the

Board of Trustees and all, one word

comes easily to one's mind. And that

is the word endowment. That's a big

word and will be very important to

President Anderson, to not only

meditate upon but to do and make.

For today we ask for the endowment,

the endowment of the spirit that

enlivens the mind. And any other

way of faith or spirit is not good

enough for Lenoir-Rhyne college. For

as Jesus said, "Seek ye first the king-

dom of Gk)d, and all the rest will come
somehow." Amen.
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Dr. Anderson

Presidential Remarks

'FASHION NEW SPIRIT SAYS ANDERSON
Dr. Jorgenson,

Dr. Whittecar,

Dr. Stendahl,

HonoredPlatform Guests,

Faculty, Students, and Staff of

Lenoir-Rhyne,

Members of the Board ofTrustees,

Honored Delegates and Guests,

Friends of Lenoir-Rhyne College,

February 1977

We celebrate in part today our

spiritual kinship, the larger educa-

tional cause to which we all are com-

mitted, though out ofwidely differing

contexts. I deeply respect and admire

each and every form of educational

effort represented on this occasion,

and I am grateful beyond words for

your presence here.

Nevertheless I do not presume, nor

do I feel obliged to say something of

peculiar interest to every educa-

tional cause reflected at this gather-

ing. Nor am I inclined primarily to

rekindle just those flickering fires of

private higher education, even

Lutheran private higher education

in its various forms throughout the

9



nation. At most I can tend to the

still-glowing coals of this institution

and its tradition, to invoke the life-

giving, life-sustaining bellows of the

Spirit of God, and in doing so elicit in

each of us some of the warmth and

joy, but also candor, which are

characteristic of His fellowship. I

cannot, in good conscience, bring my-
self to litanize in detail the problems

of management, program, and sup-

port which plague higher education

in general.

The statement I offer in response to

this inauguration is, characteristi-

cally, brief and simple: we live and

die by the presence and power of

spirit, both human and divine. In-

deed, a peculiar spirit has marked
our particular tradition, and ulti-

mately distinguishes it from every

other. We are in grave danger of los-

ing that distinctiveness, of giving

way to the spirit ofdespair. Only pas-

sion, and the presence of a new spirit

can make the difference to the future

character and vitality of our efforts.

Spirited Education

To attribute spirit to something is

a way we have of defining the domi-

nant character of its total life, and

should not be confused with any

merely sectarian use. Thus, for ex-

ample, spirited education was a con-

spicuous trait of this institution's

start, at a time long after this nation

had celebrated the centennial an-

niversary of its independence, and

therefore late by the measure ofmost

private colleges along the Eastern

seaboard.

Yet, by the measure of spirit the

beginning was audacious. A handful

of this school's first teachers and

trustees, in forthright protest

against what they perceived as a

dangerous spirit of confessional com-

promise and secularization, affirmed

their stand for an institution (and I

use their language) whose distinctive

feature shall be "Christianity in its

purest form," based on the regular

teaching of the Scriptures, Luther's

catechism, and the 1580 edition of

the Book of Concord; whose teachers

and trustees shall be full commicants

of "some strict and faithful Lutheran

congregation;" and whose control

shall "never pass under . . . any synod

which does not unreservedly accept

the acknowledge" the same charac-
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ter; in the absence ofwhich the school

shall become independent.

As Soren Kierkegaard once said:

purity of heart is to will one thing.

This singleminded stance, it may
relieve you to know, was never for-

mally adopted. And therein lies both

the genius and the frustration of our

tradition. The genius lies in our pas-

sion for confessional clarity, a pas-

sion whose mode, however, is dialec-

tical and open, in an academic set-

ting, and thus a passion which is

difficult to sustain dynamically,

when there are those who either

weary of the contest with competing

spirits, and concede their victory; or

those who retreat to safer, uncon-

tested ground, content in the illusion

that the question is closed for all time

and that the challengers will go

away. But neither the spirit of con-

cession nor the spirit of isolation

serves our tradition well.

Something Lost

Most will concede that something

has been lost in the dialectic since

that time. The passion to sustain the

dynamic of the early educational

spirit has given way to more powerful

spirits of mind and change. Lenoir-

Rhyne has, with Lutheran higher

education elsewhere, lost some of its

original spirit.

Ironically, the loss our generation

has sensed may have begun during

the period of higher education's

greatest recent prosperity, when
every school in the nation was heady
with the spirit of expansiveness, of

innovation, and of ample student

numbers; when for need of rapid de-

velopment to keep pace with national

trends, pre-occupation with future

size and variety of educational ex-

perience left little time to attend to

basic concerns about traditional

strengths and essential character. As
conditions altered with shocking
rapidity, the old concerns of charac-

ter and mission re-emerged; but the

old spirit, now sought for among
many who had never shared it origi-

nally, was hard to find. The con-

tinuity of tradition had all but been

broken, singlemindedness was gone,

and the right to call oneself church-

related in the old sense seemed
strange, if not hypocritical.

Those who consoled themselves

that such was inevitable effectively

left their particularity behind, joined

in spirit the ranks of higher educa-

tion at large, allied themselves with

general causes, and aimed primarily

at survival in a highly competitive

and pluralistic society. But whether
"obligation" was a better word than

"competition," or whether true

pluralism could emerge in the ab-

sence of significant differences —
such reservations were never seri-

ously voiced.

Lacking a distinctive spirit, the

idea of service to pluralism has be-

come little more than a quantitative

measure of existence; and survival

for that reason under today's condi-

tions is questionable. What is worse,

as the spirit of survival takes over a

school, it turns to one ofprogressively

more paralyzing despair: despair out

of which a faculty member is pre-

occupied more with conditions of em-

ployment than with the transcendent

satisfactions of cultivating the irre-

pressible urgings of spirit; despair

from which a young person of college

age is counselled to short-circuit the

richness and complexity of life for the

sake of a job-oriented program; de-

spair out of which the campus stu-

dent, already disabled ethically by

background, attacks the residential

life he leads for restricting the free-

dom he would have elsewhere, sens-

ing no point whatsoever in the

greatest of all human arts, namely
that of fixing one's own standards

and limits beyond those prescribed

by convention; despair in the pros-

pective donor who continues to give

to something he now reservedly be-

lieves in, though no one can articu-

late it for him, seeing that it makes
little difference except to his income

tax; and despair with which a rem-

nant of the campus community con-

tinues almost apologetically to share

less and less frequent occasions for

religious growth, occasions once de-

scribed by the catalog as essential

and integral to the life of a church-

college program.

Crisis

To be overcome by the paralysis of

despair — that is the crisis to our

spirit. And to mourn the passing of

the past is merely another of its

forms. If such is our pathology, then

the only cure I know of for restoring

us to health is passionateness, under
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the auspices ofGod's Spirit— a Spirit

which alone can couple what is left of

the old, alive but not well, the new
spirits of the same cause.

A boldly-carved walnut relief in

our living room, sculpted by one of

the great spirits of the past, Arnold

Flaten, reminds me regularly of the

situation at hand. The relief depicts

that household ofwhich Jesus tells in

the Lukan parable of The Empty
Room, and shows dramatically the

forces at work in the world of the

spirit. The center section depicts a

man, not a woman mind you, but a

man in the act of using a broom in a

room which is for the moment empty

and clean. In the left panel is a small,

impish figure, a demonic trait

personified, who has one foot in the

open door to the room of the house,

his arm raised behind him and his

index finger clearly beckoning seven

more ghoulish figures crowding just

behind him outside the door. The
eight are standing among cacti, sym-

bolic of the arid and uninhabitable

wastelands where no such spirit can

live — for spirits can reside only in

persons. And in the righthand panel

we see a well-muscled arm with

clenched fist, by which the sculptor

suggests the strong right arm of Grod.

In some respects ours, too, is a

household which when vacant of

character, of appropriate spirit,

leaves the door ajar to the entry of all

manner of undesirable spirits. Keep-

ing one's household in order is a

never-ending process, for no sooner is

one questionable spirit swept out the

door than it returns with seven
others more questionable than the

first. Despair, too, is legion, and it

takes an uncommon degree of pas-

sion to evict its various forms from

the cellars, the attics, and the closets

of our household, to make room for

better, more distinctive spirits.

Known By Fruit

The church-college tradition is dis-

tinctive only by its spirit, and known
by its fruit. Its spirit is sustained only

by the depth and breadth of its self-

consciousness in matters of life and
death. No wonder that our fathers

were obsessed with the liberal arts in

which we meet the greatest literary,

scientific, and artful spirits of all

time, who in relation to our own
spirits, engage and challenge our

own latent capacities, honing our

tools of reflection, developing our

analytical powers, equipping us with

skills, preparing us to make informed

commitments, and to be serviceable

to society. The first lesson of the lib-

eral arts to one's spirit is: always to

remain open, without at the same
time becoming indecisive.

However, our fathers also knew
that the spirits which inhabit the lib-

eral arts would not by themselves

bring distinction to our schools, ex-

cept to the degree that on occasion we
give the arts and sciences better care

than others do. We have no corner on

the objective research and effective

communication of that portion of the

world's wisdom and know-how. Nor
will our featuring of a professional

domain unique among others serve to

satisfy the on-going challenge to this

school, either to prove that we are

different, or to concede that we
merely add to the choice of locations

at which liberal learning is offered.

Our distinctiveness is, quite sim-

ply, a more encompassing realm of

spirit, and the manner with which we
examine and embody that realm.

Ours is a searching of spirit which

relishes the liberal arts, indeed

covets them among the most welcome

guests to occupy its household; and

yet we must be more open, if no less

critical than they. Ours is a spirit

which by its nature aspires to chal-

lenge the excellence ofevery guest, in

the company of Christianity's most

excellent spirit.

And yet, the encouragement of dis-

embodied spirits is not our aim. The
history of our tradition at its distinc-

tive best is a history of remarkable

persons exemplified by an Arnold

Flaten, whose work both set stan-

dards for professional achievement

in his field, and conveyed in a pro-

foundly personal way the Spirit ofthe

God he served. It is the "both-and"

which we seek to embody. We aspire

to no less than a transformed embod-
iment of the best of which the human
spirit is capable.

I have met those remarkable per-

sons, and so have you, the unforget-

table ones only some of whose names
are memorialized on our buildings—
but only one of whom is necessary,

among the Christiansons, the Qual-

leys, the Thomtes, and the Knutsons
of my experience, and comparable

persons in yours, to challenge ines-

capably wherever you are the order

and the character of your spiritual

household. Nor is our household

confined to the classrooms, the sci-

ence labs, the art studios, music

rooms, residential halls, cafeterias,

sports arenas, and administrative

offices of our campuses. It extends to

those remarkable spirits in business,

industry, the professions, who lend

their genius unsparingly to the

growth and use of our resources; and

those who by prayer and pocketbook

and promotion regularly and without

fanfare sustain our numbers and our

needs.

Cultivate True Spirit

But this distinctive spirit will pass,

overcome by the pervasive paralysis

of despair, without passion and the

power of God. Nor is the passion to

restore the old spirit, once over-

whelmingly Lutheran, likely either

to be sufficient or appropriate in our

time — a time replete not only with

critical dangers to education, amid
massive problems for mankind, but a

time conspicuous for confessional di-

visiveness and strife within every

major religious persuasion including

Lutheranism. Surely no time is more
appropriate than ours, and no situa-

tion more fitting than the diverse

family we have at Lenoir-Rhyne, in

which to exemplify the gospel of re-

conciliation, without jeopardy to

honest differences — to lead in the

cultivation of the one true Spirit to

which each of us attends openly, tol-

erantly, and without coercion.

Together, we can fashion a new
and unprecedented spirit of Chris-

tian higher education, to which all

who are present here today may one

day bear witness. Together we rep-

resent uncommon human and mater-

ial resources, loyalty and good will,

cultural and religious roots. To-

gether our passion, if our spirit is

right, can dispel the forms which de-

spair takes.

So let this household be the testing

place for every kind of spirit, whether

it be ofman or of God; but let there be

spirit here, passionate spirit, which

clarifies, examines, creates, hum-
bles, inspires, renews, equips, judges,

opens, excites, consoles, disciplines,

aspires, strengthens, guides, for-

gives, and unites us all.
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''I do solemnlypromise thatI will endeavor to

elevate the Christian character and

academic quality of this Institution, and at

all times to he faithful to the fundamental

principles ofthe Lutheran Church as taught

in its Confessions."

Declaration made by Dr.

Albert B. Anderson at his

inauguration as the eighth

president of Lenoir-Rhyne
College.


